
Johnson’s plan to end to self-isolation is dangerous.The pandemic is
not over. TheWorld Health Organization says that ‘this virus can be
brought under control. [If not] this virus continues to spread, to
evolve, and to kill’.

The ending of self-isolation for people with Covid-19 is a
dereliction of public health duty. Removing the self-isolation rules
will prevent us bringing Covid under control.This will put children
at increased risk, force shielders back behind closed doors and put
workers at increasing risk of contracting the virus.

Over 175,000 people have died in Britain of the virus.That is the
highest number in Europe. Currently, there are under 100,000
Covid cases every day, over a thousand dying ever week, and 1.3
million living with long Covid.

The Government wants us to accept these shocking figures and ‘live
with the virus’. Even if the Omicron variant is less deadly, it is more
transmissible. For the Tories, private profits are more important
than public health.

We must control the virus
Vaccines are essential for protecting us against the virus, but we
need other mitigation measures:
• a publicly provided test and trace system
• financial and material support for those having to isolate
• proper ventilation in workplaces and public buildings
• wearing of masks on transport and in indoor public spaces.

The NHS and local authorities have had their finances slashed by
the Tories. But £37 billion of public money was wasted with the
failure of the private Test & Trace system.The NHS is now facing its
worst crisis ever.This is a national emergency.

The parties at 10 Downing Street during lockdowns have exposed
the hypocrisy of the Tories. But worse than that, they have
undermined trust in public health efforts to control and eliminate
the virus.

A Covid-free world is possible
The pandemic is still very much alive around the world. Waiving
patents on vaccines would dramatically increase vaccination in
poorer countries. No-one is safe until everyone is safe.

Bringing down infection rates and eliminating the virus altogether is
possible. Only the political will is needed.
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About the Zero Covid campaign
Zero Covid was formed to challenge the
UK government’s approach to the
pandemic. We are a grassroots activist
campaign. We argue for an alternative
strategy aimed at eliminating community
transmission of the virus. We are an
internationalist campaign, for the speedy
deployment of vaccines globally without
trade or patent restrictions.

What can I do?
Become a Zero Covid supporter. It’s free, and you receive a
newsletter keeping you up to date and sending you links to useful
information.We hold fortnightly Zoom calls where we debate issues
related to the pandemic.
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